THE RAPE OFLVCRECE. 

O hatefull, vaporous, and foggy nighr, 

Since thou art guilty of my curelede crime : 

Muftcr thy mids to meete the Eaderne light, 

Make war againfb proportion’d ccurfe of time. 

Of if thou wilt permit the Sunne to clime 
His wonted height, yet ere he go to bed, 
Knitpoyfonous clouds about his golden head. 

--With rotten damps rauifh the morning aire, 

Let their exhald vnholdfome breaths make fickc 
The life of puritie, the fupreme faire, 

Ere he arriue his wearie noone-tide pricke, 

And let thy mudic vapours march fo thick e. 

That in their finoakie rankes,his fmothred light 
May fet at noone,and make perpetuall night. 

V Vere T a r qv i n night, as he is but nights child, 
The filuer fhining Queene he would didaine; 

Her twinckling handmaids to(by him defil’d) 
Through nights black bofom fhuld not peep again. 
So fhould 1 haue copartners in my paine, 

> Andfellowlhip in woe doth woe affwage, 

- As Palmers chat makes fliort their pilgrimage. 

Where 


THE RAPE OFLVCRECE 

Where now 1 haue no one to blufh with me, 

To erode their armes & hang their heads with mine, 
To maske their browes and hide their infamie, 

But 1 alone, alone mud fit and pine, 

Seafbning the earth with fhowres of filuer brine; 
^-Mingling my talk with tears, my greef with grones, 
•Poore wafting monuments of lading mones. 

O night thou furnace of fowle reeking fmoke! 
Letnottheiealous dale behold that face, 

V V hich vnderneath thy blacke all- hiding cloke 
Immodeftly lies martird with difgrace. 

Keepe dill pofleflion of thy gloomy place, 

That all the faults which in thy raigne are made, 
May likewife be fepulcherd in thy {hade. 

Make me not obiedt to the tell-tale day, 

The light will fliew chara&erd in my brow, 

The dorie offweete chadities decay, 

The impious breach of holy wedlocke vowe. 

Y ea the illiterate that know not how 

To cipher what is writ in learned bookes, 

Will cote my lothfbme trefpafic in my lookes. 


.v i&skt+zs*'- J 




mmt — * 






230 


240 



250 


260 



270 



280 290 



300 




